
 
TO THE MINISTER OF HEALTH  

Mr PANAYOTIS KOUROUBLIS  

 

Chalandri, May 15, 2015  

 

Re: "Urgent Request for the adoption of immediate measures against 
the lack of liquidity" 

 

Dear Minister,  

Once more, we would like to bring to your attention the serious matter of delays in 
the payments towards the companies-members of our sector, which until March 2015 
exceed Euro 1,05 billion!  

It is now commonly accepted that the tremendous lack of liquidity has led our 
companies to suffocation. However, our sector as a whole, having realized the 
shortage in cash, actively and substantially contributes to the negotiations attempted 
by the Government, constantly supplying the distribution chain with medicinal 
products, whole-heartedly anticipating the successful outcome thereof, in order for 
the smooth operation of the market to be restored. 

However, the Government must respectively show its real positive attitude towards 
the companies-members of our Association, immediately proceeding with:  

Α. The explicit update of a time-plan for the repayment of the debts of the Hellenic 
Republic (EOPYY & Hospitals) to our companies so as to smoothen the planning of 
their short-term and long-term obligations.  

Β. The enactment of a legislative provision for the extension of the legalization of the 
expenditure of hospitals for the coverage of their obligations towards suppliers-
MAHs, since the effect of the latest legislative provision expired on 19.9.2014 (Gov. 
Gazette 194Α/19.9.2014) and has not been reissued since that date, in violation of 
the constant practice applied in the past years, a request which we have repeatedly 
filed with numerous letters of ours, addressing also the Legal Department of your 
Ministry.  

C. The enactment of any relevant legislative provision in order to directly and widely 
expand the ability of off-setting beyond the claw-back against the debts of hospitals 
and to the rebates and VAT against all outstanding debts of the Hellenic Republic 
(hospitals & EOPYY) towards the companies of our sector. More specifically, the 
direct off-setting of the VAT of the transgression of the expenditure of the 2nd 
semester of 2014 which is estimated at Euro 12,3 million, against the tax obligations 
of the companies- upon which we have agreed in our meeting in person in the 
Ministry with you- must be promptly implemented.  



 

Dear Minister,  

We are already processing the policy pillars you communicated to us on 12-5-2015 
as the main axes of your policy and we will promptly respond with documented views 
that will benefit both sides. 

However, we believe that the immediate enactment of the above procedures is 
imperative under the present conditions of financial suffocation and promotes our 
mutual co-operation.  

For us, your immediate response will constitute the acknowledgment and vindication 
of our efforts to always put in front our social responsibility, thus ensuring in any 
manner and under any conditions, the access of Greek patients to treatments. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Pascal Apostolides      Kostas Evripides 

President       Vice President 

 

Michael Himonas 

General Manager 

 

 

 

 


