
 

 

To 

the Honourable  

Mr. Ioannis Tountas 

EOF President 

National Organization for Medicines - EOF 

284 Mesogeion Street 

155 62 Holargos 

 

Halandri, September 28, 2011 

 

Dear Mr. Tountas,  

 

 

Further to the completion of the works of the Extraordinary SFEE General Assembly, which 

took place on Monday, September 26, 2011, we would like to warmly thank you for your 

participation and for briefing our members as the State’s representative. SFEE supports the 

Government’s efforts for the containment of pharmaceutical expenditure, and as you 

correctly mentioned, in an environment with intense volatility, we managed to jointly meet 

the targets set for 2010, i.e. to decrease the pharmaceutical expenditure by 1 billion euro. 

 

However, it is a fact that many problems remain unresolved and despite the adverse 

environment, we must continue to try to meet the targets of 2011 and 2012. The good 

cooperation established between the Ministry of Health, EOF and SFEE proves that our goals 

are common and we all want to ensure the smooth operation of the market, adequacy of all 

medicinal products and the access of patients to innovative treatments. Your speech in fact 

confirms that EOF and the Government in general, have understood the necessity of 

rewarding innovation and finding commonly acceptable win-win solutions for all the 

important issues of our sector.  

 

The position of SFEE on the major issue of the sector, the Positive List, was from the 

beginning to oppose to this measure, in particular the way it has been designed until now, 

because we believe that it will not contribute to the rationalization of pharmaceutical 

expenditure. When you addressed, however, our General Assembly, you confirmed that the 

list is a commitment of the Government, which is already under way. Within this framework 

you stressed out that you do not want a list that deprives medicines from the Greek patient. 

Moreover, the establishment of a 5-mebmer second degree objections’ committee was 

confirmed, which you will chair as EOF’s President, and which in the following period will 

have two main tasks: First, it will examine all the objections, and second it will make 

recommendations on any changes that must be effected, so that the list does not affect 

innovation and the regulations included are fair for all involved parties.



 

 

 

 

SFEE requests that the implementation of the list and the calculation of the rebate take place, 

only after all the objections have been examined and the reservations raised by SFEE as well 

as all other points included in the attached table have been resolved. In fact, we ask that the 

full implementation of the list together with the calculation of the rebate, take place on 

January 1, 2012, providing thus ample time for examining all objections and for any other 

modification or legislation deemed appropriate.  

 

Therefore, the full implementation of the List as of January 1, 2012, must ensure:  

- Access to the original on-patent products and reward of innovation. On-patent medicinal 

products must be included in the list alone in a separate cluster (ATC5). Already, 225 original 

on-patent products are in a separate cluster and pay the basic rebate (4%). Therefore the 

separate clustering of on-patent products must be further extended on the basis of supporting 

innovation. We ask that the Ministerial Decision is amended in a way that it defines ATC5 

classification for innovative on-patent products. This will prevent the possibility of the 

withdrawal of innovative medicines from our country, and will further create the conditions 

for the immediate access to new innovative medicines in our country, while at the same time 

it will establish the necessary conditions of stability in the wider European area. It must be 

underlined that medicinal products with an effective patent are those that are protected both 

by a patent covering the active ingredient and by supplementary patents that have been filed, 

whose expiry date differs. Therefore, since the protection is total, any product protected by a 

patent should be considered on-patent.  

- Moreover, with regard to medicines that are clustered alone at ATC5 level with different 

forms/packaging, there should be no reference price and therefore extra rebate.  

- In the framework of the amendment of the Ministerial Decision, the 1.5 factor should of 

course be revoked. 

- Also, there should be correct wording – rounding for medicines with a Daily Treatment 

Cost (DTC) lower than 0.396 at ex-factory prices, i.e. at 0.4. 

 

SFEE recognizes the critical circumstances our country is facing, and despite the fact that it 

consists an unsustainable blow to the viability of pharmaceutical enterprises, SFEE’s General 

Assembly responded positively to the Government’s request to contribute up to the end of the 

year a sum of €262 mill which will be evenly distributed among the entire pharmaceutical 

industry.  This amount shall consist of: the 2011 rebate and an entry fee (ticket) for the list. 

 

However, there are still outstanding debts from hospitals and social security funds, which 

have rendered the financial situation of several of our member companies unbearable, and as 

a result they cannot gather this amount demanded by the Government. Moreover, the banks at 

this time are not issuing loans and this makes things even more hectic. Therefore, there 

should be:   



 

 

 

 

 1.  Special provision for the payment of this amount in instalments.  

2. The option of offsetting with the pending debts of the social security funds and the 

hospitals and pharmacies of IKA.  

3. Payment with Greek government bonds, that the companies received for the 

settlement of hospital debts of previous years.  

The above three proposals – solutions to the financial problem of the companies could each 

apply separately and in combination.  

 

The correct management of public funds in the health sector is of vital importance. Each 

effort made, each measure promoted, must ulteriorly result to the restructuring of the system 

and must be based on long-term planning of policies for the health sector. A necessary 

requirement for the stability and longevity of the system is the development and 

implementation of a modern IT and control system at the overall health system, in 

combination with e-Prescription and the patient’s electronic records. In this way the State will 

acquire the possibility to fully record and control supplies, monitor the progress of 

expenditure in time and carry out effective financial planning. Moreover, there will be a 

significant benefit also for social security funds which will have the possibility of calculating 

objectively and in a documented way the expenditure throughout the distribution chain, as 

well as recording and controlling diagnostic tests and medical acts. SFEE, willing to support 

the effort to save funds and eliminate spending and fraud, decided to participate in the 

development of a system for monitoring the distribution of medicines, and in particular 

authenticity tags. This system will apply until the Coding & Serialization provided in EU 

Directive 2011/62 is implemented. 

 

SFEE in fact was the first one to place in the centre of its vision and strongly support from 

the beginning, many years ago, that only the general implementation of e-Prescription and a 

modern IT and control system across the entire health system in combination with electronic 

patient records is the most effective and safe choice for the rationalization of health 

expenditure and the elimination of spending. We believe that modern IT, monitoring and 

control systems impose lawfulness and respect for state funds.  

 

As the efforts for the rationalization of public expenditure will intensify in 2012, the 

establishment of an appropriate framework is necessary for the sustainability of the health 

system. We look forward to the establishment of a task force which will formulate a common 

plan of measures that will help meet the targets of 2012. A plan that must be reliable and 

binding for all.   

 

 

 



 

 

Mr President, 

 

During these critical times for our Country we move forward with a sense of responsibility. 

With our positions, our proposals and our decisions we set up in practice a cohesive 

framework for our positive contribution towards the promotion of health, rationalization of 

the system and protection of all conquests, and especially that of the supreme benefit, the 

Health of the Greek Citizen.  

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

(Signature) 

 

Fotis Maggalousis 

General Manager 

(Signature) 

 

Giorgos Katzourakis 

Vice-President 

 

 

 

 

(Signature) 

 

Dionysios Filiotis 

      President 

  

 


