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To 
The Honorable 
Mr. Christos Kittas 
Minister of Health & Social Solidarity 
 
Cc.: Mr. G. Zanias, Minister of Finance  

Mr. Ant, Roupakiotis, Minister of Labor & Social Insurance 
  

 

Halandri, May 21, 2012 

 

Subject: Ministerial Decision Nr. F.42000/8809/1081 re 9% rebate and the 
additional escalated rebate 

 

Honorable Mr. Kittas, 

Following the issuance of the Ministerial Decision Nr. F.42000/8809/1081 on 

4/5/2012 entitled “Procedure and method of payment of the “rebate” amount and 

the “additional escalated rebate” of article 22 of Law 4052/2012 (A, 41)” we would 

like to point out the following. 

This ministerial decision imposes both the tripling of the rebate from 2.6% (4% on 

the 65% of sales) to 9% and an additional escalated rebate from 2% to 8% depending 

on the volume of the sales of every medicinal product.  

Increasing the rebate from 2.6% to 9% is excessive and pharmaceutical companies 

are unable to respond, as they find themselves in economic collapse, since 

hospitals and EOPYY have suspended the payment of their debts, the bonds of 

pharmaceutical companies have been subject to haircut and the prices of 

medicinal products in Greece are among the lowest in Europe. 

In addition to that, the implementation of an escalated rebate is another painful 

measure for the pharmaceutical industry, which cannot be accepted in any case, 

given that the criteria, on the basis of which it was imposed, are not transparent 

and the ability to calculate precisely the total volume of each medicinal product is 

dubious. This additional escalated rebate is unbearable and its eventual 

implementation will create problems given that it is added to the already existing 

high rebate of 9% and it burdens disproportionately the prices of the innovative on-

patent products. 
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Honorable Minister, 

The imposition of multiple rebates will destroy the healthy pharmaceutical industry 

with all its negative consequences, namely the shortages of medicines in the 

market with a direct impact on public health and other consequences such as 

unemployment, reduction of taxes and social security contributions, etc. 

Furthermore, it will create domino effect in other countries using Greece as 

reference country for the determination of prices of medicines, which will cause 

even greater shortages of medicines. 

In any case, the imposition of rebates cannot contribute to the rationalization of 

the pharmaceutical expenditure, since the problem lies in controlling the volume 

of consumption rather than taking measures for the collection of money. In 

addition, the payment of any rebate requires the implementation of the relevant 

legislation (Presidential Decree 113/2010, OJ 194/A/22.11.2010) re timely 

settlement of debts of public hospitals and of Social Security funds to 

pharmaceutical companies, i.e. within 90 days. 

Therefore, we urge you to reconsider this crucial issue, so as to remove the 

escalated rebate. Moreover, conscious of the difficult economic situation that our 

country is going through, we could accept the rebate of up to 9%, under the 

condition that the debts of the State towards the pharmaceutical companies are 

paid on time, according to the above mentioned legislation. 

Faithfully yours, 

 
Pascal Apostolides             Konstantinos M. Frouzis 
   Vice-President                President 


