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To     
The Horourable  
Mr Adonis Georgiadis 
Minister of Health  
 
Re: Serious problems in the pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products, 

in certain cases in violation of the relevant laws  
Chalandri, March 5, 2014  

Dear Minister, 

We would hereby like to express our deep concern and discontent for the 
conditions recently unfolding in the field of medicinal products and more 
particularly, regarding the pricing and reimbursement of the cost of medicinal 
products.  
Despite your repeat commitments for no surprises and your promise for the 
creation of a smooth environment, in order for pharmaceutical companies to be 
active to the benefit of Greek patients and of our national economy, nevertheless 
the State has recently proceeded with the implementation of unforeseen and 
groundless decisions, concerning both the pricing and the reimbursement of the 
cost of medicinal products, taking by surprise the pharmaceutical companies and 
incurring serious problems in the patients’ access to their treatment. More 
specifically:  
• As we have repeatedly pointed out, the Prices Bulletin that was issued on 

12/2/2014 contains severe errors, in many cases in violation of the 
applicable laws and the relevant suggestion of the Prices Committee of the 
Ministry of Health, thus reducing the prices of a substantial portion of 
medicinal products at levels below the average of the 3 lower prices in the 
European Union. For this reason, the companies facing problems with 
prices, have already filed their objections to the Ministry of Health.  

Given that the Effective Date of the Prices Bulletin for pharmacies will be 
10/3/2014, a Corrective Prices Bulletin must be promptly issued, in order to 
secure the adequacy of the said medicinal products in the market and 
therefore Public Health.  
• The Positive List that was issued on 13/2/2014, contains limitations in the 

reimbursement of part of the approved indications of the new innovative 
products that were priced in August 2013 and were included in the List, 
without however any obvious cause or scientific documentation by the 
Competent Committee. It is important to point out that these products, 
being particularly innovative, cover the existing therapeutic gap and 
consequently the imposition of the specific limitations in reimbursement, 
substantially limits the patients’ access to a treatment with the use of new 
innovative products.  
In addition, the adoption of such limitations, comes in full contrast with the 
commitment  of the Ministry of Health concerning the full reimbursement of 
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all new innovative medicinal products without any limitations, provided 
that the payment of the additional 5% rebate or the discount that has 
already been enacted, will be effected, on the sales of the said products 
during the first year from the date they were included in the Positive List.  
 
Consequently, it is necessary to immediately heave the limitations on 
the reimbursement of therapeutic indications from the Positive List for 
the said new innovative products. Until the heave of the said limitations, 
a provision must be enacted for the reimbursement of the cost of the 
said products, without any limitations, in order to secure the continuous 
and unobstructed access of patients to their treatments.  
Taking into account all the above, we kindly request that you 
immediately meet with the representatives of SFEE, in order to discuss 
the above serious issues and to find and promote solutions that head 
towards the formation of a fixed and viable business environment and in 
parallel secure the patients’ access to existing and new innovative 
therapies.  
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
      
 
     
Konstantine Μ. Frouzis     Paschalis Apostolidis 

President            Vice President 
 
     Nikos Kefalas  
     Vice President  


