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To:  URGENT 

Mr Marios Salmas, 
Alternate Minister of Health 
 
 
Cc:  Mr Andreas Lykourentzos, Minister of Health 
 Ms Ch. Papanikolaou, Secretary-General for Public Health 
 Ms Z. Dede, Chair of the Pharmaceutical Pricing Committee 
 Mr Ν. Karapanos, Director of the Directorate of Medicines and Pharmacies  
 Prof. Dr Ι. Τountas, President of EOF 
 Ms Μ. Skouroliakou, 1st Vice-President of EOF 

 

Subject: Upcoming adoption of a Ministerial Decision regarding the pricing of 
medicinal products 

Halandri, 3 October 2012  

Dear Mr Salmas,  

As a follow-up to our repeated meetings and discussions regarding the upcoming re-
pricing of medicinal products, we are making this last appeal to you to give serious 
consideration to the following issue, in order to ensure the adequate supply of 
medicines in the Greek market and safeguard public health.  

In particular, during our meetings it was mutually understood and accepted that 
the soon-to-be-issued Ministerial Decision regarding the pricing of medicinal 
products would absolutely and explicitly state that the prices of off-patent 
medicinal products shall in no way be reduced to below the average of the 
three lowest prices in the EU.  

Otherwise, there is a visible and immediate risk that cheaper pharmaceuticals will 
be withdrawn from the Greek market and be substituted by new, more expensive 
ones. Moreover, parallel exports will soar, giving rise to huge supply shortages, 
while at the same time a major problem will be faced by several European and 
other countries that use Greece as a reference country for the pricing of medicinal 
products.  

This serious risk was well understood by policy makers; therefore the original draft 
Ministerial Decision contained a provision to the effect that the price of off-patent 
products could not be lower than the average of the three lowest prices in the EU 
Member States. However, we are now informed that this provision has been 
deleted from the final text of the Ministerial Decision to be adopted.  

Dear Minister,  

For all the above reasons, we appeal to you asking for your urgent intervention to 
ensure that the above-mentioned safeguard regarding the pricing of off-patent 
products is reinstated in the Ministerial Decision to be adopted, as otherwise there 
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will be disruption in the market and huge supply shortages, and public health will 
be hit hard.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nikos Kefalas     Konstantinos M. Frouzis 
Vice-President       President 


