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Mrs Ath. Dretta, Secretary General of Social Insurance 
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Chalandri, 2 February 2011 

SUBJECT: Criteria for the establishment of the Reimbursement List  

 
Honourable Ministrers, 
 
As we have previously expressed during our meetings on this subject, we are 
supportive and considerate of the steps taken by the Ministry of Health towards 
the rationalisation of medical prescription and savings in favour of social insurance 
funds. We believe that the formulation and implementation of both the OTC List 
and of the negative list, that include medicines which will not be reimbursed by the 
insurance funds, will provide financial relief of around 170 million Euro annually 
(IOVE)1. Moreover, the publication of the revised list of ''89 medicinal products for 
serious diseases” can bring additional reduction of costs by 70 million euro 
annually. 
 
However, the determination of the implementation of objective criteria for the 
preparation of a Reimbursement List under the provisions of article 12 of Law 
3816/2010, as notified to us with the Ministerial Decision no 
DYG3α/οικ2466/31.12.2010, does not take into account any of the observations 
our association has so far submitted. Therefore, we continue to believe that the 
decision is quite impossible to be implemented in practice, it lacks objectivity and 
transparency, it raises inequalities and presents serious legal problems. 
Conversely, we have the certainty that it will cause tremendous confusion and 
further shortages and that it will ultimately increase pharmaceutical expenditure. 
 
More precisely, the implementation of such criteria for a positive list, will cause 
therapeutic insecurity, will lead to the withdrawal of basic treatments and at the 
same time, it will prevent the marketing of new major innovative medicinal 
products in Greece. We regard as a very crucial point, to note that these criteria 

                                                 
1 (Foundation for Economic and Industrial Research) 



Λ. Κηφισίας 280 & Αγρινίου 3, 152 32 ΧΑΛΑΝ∆ΡΙ, ΑΘΗΝΑ 
ΤΗΛ. 210 6891101 – FAX 210 6891060 

280, Kifissias Ave. & 3, Agriniou Str., GR 152 32 Halandri, ATHENS, GREECE 

TEL (+30 210) 6891 101 FAX (+30 210) 6891060 
e-mail: sfee@sfee.gr 

 

www.sfee.gr 

will generate unfair competition, will promote intransparency and will shape a 
climate of confrontation and possible suspicious transactions as well as fully 
justified legal appeals and claims. Finally, it should be noted that the WHO does 
not recommend the use of the criteria suggested and therefore they have not been 
adopted by any European country for the reimbursement of medicinal products by 
social security funds. 
 
We believe that prescription medicinal products, which make up the positive list 
under Law 3816/2010, should be prescribed in accordance with the approved 
indications and guidelines of established scientific committees and should be 
reimbursed by insurance funds in accordance with the present statutory insurance 
price 96% (ex factory price), as provided for by Law 3840/2010 and the Bill 
recently submitted. 
 
Primarily, savings can be achieved only through the proper and rational use of the 
medicinal product, always in combination with the implementation of e-prescribing 
combined with the issuance of objective diagnostic and therapeutic protocols. The 
evolution of the expenditure of medicines is purely a matter of prescription and 
therapeutic choices. Under no circumstances does this raise an issue on the prices 
of medicines, especially in our country where prices are determined to the lowest 
levels in Europe, integrating the economic and scientific evaluations of European 
countries and causing shortages in the market because of the regulated prices in 
the European Union.  
 
Honourable Ministers, 
 
The pharmaceutical industry made a binding commitment to you. We are going to 
ensure payment of the refund of the 4% rebate (price ex factory) for the years 
2009, 2010 and onward. This payment refers to medicinal products used by social 
insurance funds, as foreseen in the Bill that was recently submitted in Parliament 
(article 35). The Bill refers to determining the amount of deduction the 
pharmaceutical companies will grant in favour of Social Security Funds, the Agency 
of Care for Insured Civil Servants and public hospitals. In this way, there will be 
real and substantial fund saving. 
 
More specifically, we propose that a positive list be established, that will include all 
marketed medicinal products, which are not included in the negative list, in an 
insurance price 96% ex-factory, based on  Law 3840/2010 as it is foreseen in the 
Bill already submitted in Parliament. This list should be called “Interim List” until a 
workable and fair solution to ensure objectivity, transparency, smooth operation of 
the distribution channel and the prevention of any illegal transaction, is found. 
  

Respectfully Yours,  
   Fotis Maggaloussis                                                  Giorgos Katzourakis  
    Managing Director                                                      Vice- President  
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