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To  
the Honorable 
Mr. Marios Salmas 
Deputy Minister of Health 
 
Cc.: Mr. An. Lykourentzos, Minister of Health 
 Mrs. Ch. Papanikolaou, Secretary General of Public Health 
 Prof. Y. Tountas, EOF President 
 Mrs. M. Skouroliakou, EOF First Vice-President 
 Mr. V. Sfyroeras, IDIKA Managing Director 
 

Subject: Expansion of the pilot prescribing system 
 

Halandri, October 1st, 2012 

Dear Mr. Salmas, 

We would like to draw your attention to the fact that the extension of the pilot 
prescribing system, as implemented today, will directly cause huge problems both to 
the operation of the pharmaceutical market and to Greek patients. SFEE, as you 
know, has always been and will keep on supporting your effort for the wider 
implementation of the pilot measure. Nevertheless, the following issues must be 
immediately resolved (as it is the case in other countries with similar measures) to 
the benefit of patients and their treatment:   

- Provision should be immediately made in order to exempt from the 
implementation of this measure specific patient groups, such as patients with 
mental disorders, etc. As you know, there are special categories of patients 
with serious risk of deregulation in case their treatment changes. For this 
reason, a special scientific committee should be immediately established by 
the Ministry of Health (with the participation of SFEE and PEF), which will 
rapidly define the exceptions based on objective and transparent criteria.   

- Medicinal products for very serious diseases that currently have zero patients’ 
co-payment (eg diabetes, oncology, products of Law 3816/2010) should be 
excluded from the expansion of this system and they should be administered 
to patients with zero co-payment, as it happens today. Otherwise, you can be 
sure that there will be very serious social reactions of the patients who will be 
required under the new system to cover the difference between the price of 
the product and the reimbursement price, especially in cases of high cost 
drugs that have generics. 

- In order to avoid dumping and unfair competition between medicinal products, 
a low but fair and sustainable for patients and companies reimbursement 
price should be introduced, which will operate as a threshold, beyond which 
the reimbursement price cannot be reduced. 

- Finally, we would like to inform you that according to information we received 
from many member companies, the uploaded list contains many errors and 
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inaccuracies re the prices (eg co-marketing products) but also other kinds of 
errors. Therefore, the Ministry of Health should immediately allow the access 
of pharmaceutical companies to the system in order to proceed with the 
necessary corrections.  

 

Honorable Minister, 

We support your efforts to the benefit of the funds, but it is imperative to 
immediately resolve the above problems and for this reason we ask for an 
urgent meeting with you in order to discuss this issue. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

 

 

        

Pascal Apostolides     Konstantinos M. Frouzis 
    Vice-President      President 
 


