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"EUROPE MUST DO MORE 
TO ENCOURAGE

INNOVATION 
FOR THE BENEFIT 

OF PATIENTS" 
SAYS SIR TOM MCKILLOP 

Athens (Greece), 27 May 2003 – At the Annual
Meetings of the European Federation of

Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations (EFPIA), 
Sir Tom McKillop, EFPIA President and Chief Executive

of AstraZeneca, reviewed progress on priority issues
for the pharmaceutical industry in Europe. 

Sir Tom stressed the need to strike the right balance
between Health, Social and Industrial Policies: "Patients
in Europe today have increasingly come to expect new

and better medicines that will help them live longer,
better quality and more productive lives than ever

before. Through our intensive research, the
pharmaceutical industry can offer them tremendous

opportunities and choices in their personal healthcare
and well-being. As the European Commission

acknowledged in 1994, the legitimate concern to limit
public expenditure and healthcare costs – of which it

must be remembered that medicines represent only a
small fraction – must not be allowed to jeopardize the

future of pharmaceutical research in Europe. Public
health and health care systems have nothing to gain

from a weakening of Europe’s research-based
industry. On the contrary, as one of the key

contributors to scientific and medical progress,
Europe’s economy and society, the success of the

pharmaceuticals sector is crucial to the wealth and
health of Europe".
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This SFEE Newsletter includes the main presentations
covered in the four Newsletters issued by EFPIA on the
occasion of the EFPIA Annual Assembly. The English
addendum of this SFEE Newsletter includes the five EFPIA
press releases issued during the Annual Meetings.
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Athens (Greece), 26 May 2003 – To mark its 25th anniversary (1978-2003), 
the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations (EFPIA)
today inaugurated a special exhibition that will travel around Europe to
illustrate the benefits and prospects of pharmaceutical innovation for patients.
"Medicines for Mankind" celebrates the key contribution of pharmaceutical
research to medical progress by presenting a snapshot overview of what
research is happening in some 25 therapeutic areas – It looks back on
achievements and forward to opportunities for future medicines that are
expected to further improve human health and well-being. The supporting
booklet and accompanying documentation complement the exhibit by
providing factual information accessible to anyone with an interest in a
particular disease area. The aim is to provide a source of general information
which is by no means comprehensive, but which should help European publics
better understand a range of conditions, the nature of treatments available, 
as well as current and future research prospects.
Prof. Trevor Jones, Director General of the Association of the British
Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI) and Chairman of EFPIA’s Group of Research
Directors, declared: "Medical care has undergone a total transformation over
the past decades. Indeed, 25 years ago, our understanding of the cause of
illness was very limited. Through our intensive, lengthy, highly complex and
dedicated research effort , new generations of therapies have been introduced
that have revolutionised medicine, making once life-threatening diseases
uncommon, and allowing millions of people to be treated and lead better or
more normal lives. Major achievements have been made in the treatment of
infectious diseases (like diphtheria, tuberculosis) and childhood illnesses, some
forms of cancer, nervous disorders, stomach ulcers, asthma, hypertension and
diabetes, to name but a few. Today, over 90,000 pharmaceutical industry
scientists in Europe are researching new cures and innovative therapies for
cancer, heart disease, HIV/AIDS, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, arthritis,
osteoporosis, cystic fibrosis and many other diseases. Researching the
medicines of the future holds an alluring promise of answers to many of the
universal problems of disease and old age. There may not be miracle cures yet,
but ‘Medicines for Mankind’ points the way towards a brighter future for
patients in Europe and all over the world. We cannot stop now!"

EFPIA COMMEMORATES 25 YEARS
OF MEDICINE RESEARCH
"WE CAN’T STOP NOW", DECLARES
PROF. TREVOR JONES 



MEDICINES FOR CHILDREN
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EFPIA CALLS FOR EU ACTION TO ENCOURAGE THE
DEVELOPMENT OF BETTER MEDICINES FOR
CHILDREN

Athens (Greece), 26 May 2003 – In the context of its
Annual Meetings, the European Federation of
Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations (EFPIA)
today organised a workshop on "Medicines for Children
in the European Union" with the aim to assess and
discuss the current and future scientific, regulatory, and
legal frameworks, to respond to the needs for optimal
medications for children.
Keynote speakers included representatives from public
authorities, regulators, paediatricians, patients
organisations, and executives of the pharmaceutical
industry: Mrs Frédérique Ries, Member of European
Parliament, Dr Philippe Brunet, European Commission,
Enterprise Directorate-General (Pharmaceuticals Unit:
Legislative Framework and Market Authorisations), Dr
Daniel Brasseur, Committee for Proprietary Medicinal
Products (CPMP) and Paediatrics Expert Group at EMEA,
Mr Ijsbrand Poortman, European Alliance of
Neuromuscular Disease Associations and European
Platform for Patients' Organisations, Science and

Industry (EPPOSI), Dr José Ramet, Confederation of
European Specialists in Paediatrics, and Dr Roger
Bickerstaffe, European Forum for Good Clinical Practice.  
On behalf of the research-based pharmaceutical
industry, Dr Daniel Vasmant, Chairman of EFPIA’s
specialised working group on paediatrics, underlined the
urgent need for Community measures to:
ñ Encourage paediatric research and the development

of specific medicines to treat diseases in children
ñ Ensure a substantial and increased European

contribution to the worldwide process of providing
better medicines for children.

Dr Vasmant called on all interested parties to make this
their priority goal, and to foster open dialogue and
exchanges in its achievement. 
In this line of thought, EFPIA released a new position
paper, which provides detailed considerations in support
of an effective proposal for medicinal products for
paediatric use. 

MEDICINES FOR CHILDREN
The issue: Meeting the specific health needs
of a fifth of the EU population 
In the European Union, 75 million individuals are younger than 16 years of age, a number that will reach almost 100
million in a Community enlarged to 25 Member States. The research-based pharmaceutical industry is actively
contributing to improving their health and welfare.

Thanks to new medicines and treatments, medical progress has been achieved in numerous paediatric therapeutic
fields, including haematology, oncology, cardiac or renal transplantation, vaccination. Major improvements are also
reported in the treatment of asthma, infectious diseases, neonatal respiratory distress, HIV, diabetes,
neuropsychological dysfunctions, cystic fibrosis, or in the relief from pain. However, there is a lot to be done still to
ensure that European children benefit from adapted medicines.

As children are not "small adults", specific studies must be conducted to ensure that medicines prescribed in
paediatric populations are suitable to their characteristics and needs. For example, a medicinal product intended for
children requires appropriate dosage and presentation to ensure that it can be administered safely and easily.

However, such pharmaceutical research involve specific considerations among which, timing of paediatric
development, identification of appropriate paediatric formulations, difficulty in conducting pharmacokinetic studies,

For any further information, please visit the EFPIA website www.efpia.org
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conduct of tailored efficacy studies, and need to minimise risk and distress for children. This is made more complex
by the specificity of various paediatric age groups (ranging from neonates to adolescents), as well as stringent
ethical requirements surrounding clinical studies. The development of medicines in paediatric populations involves
greater risk-taking by the originator.

These R&D activities are nevertheless paramount as there is concern over the use of medicines in children outside
the conditions under which the products have been approved (or "off-label use"). Government officials, the scientific
community, health professionals, patients and their parents, and the research-based pharmaceutical sector are all in
agreement that measures are urgently needed to ensure optimal treatments for children.

The need to encourage paediatric research was already highlighted in December 2000 in a Resolution of the
European Health Council. It was reiterated in May 2002 in the framework of the G-10 High Level Group on
Innovation and Provision of Medicines, which highlighted the need for Commission and Member States to 
"put in place an effective policy in terms of incentives to research and support the development and marketing
of orphan and paediatric medicines". 

The announcement of a European Commission’s initiative in February 2002, with the release of a consultation
paper outlining some suggested approaches, raised hopes among relevant interested parties. However, the
research-based pharmaceutical industry in Europe is still expecting specific, concrete measures to provide the
necessary support and stimulus to R&D activities for paediatrics in the Community. It is time to ensure 
a substantial and increased European contribution to the worldwide process of providing better medicines 
for children.

Crucial need: Support and stimulus for the development of
medicines for children’s use




